Mary Magdalene

Intro. : This study on Mary Magdalene is based on the Gospel records of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in the Bible.

It seeks to Clarify the Character and Conduct of Mary Magdalene as recorded in the Gospels vs. the Controversy brought up by Dan Brown in his book The Da Vinci Code Concerning her.

(1) Who was Mary Magdalene?

(2) Was Mary Married?

(3) Was Mary Married to Jesus?

(4) Was Mary of loose Morals?

I. The Problems Encircling Mary Magdalene.

A. The Reliability of the Gospel Records.

Aristotle listed three time-tested guidelines for recognising the trustworthiness of an ancient document: - 
1. An Eyewitness Record: Was the person an Eyewitness to the event he recorded?
a. Matthew and John were Recognised apostles of Christ. 
Mt. 10:2, 3 cf. I Jn. 1:1-3

b. Mark was believed to source his Record from Peter, an apostle of Christ.
Mt. 10:2

Mark’s close association with Peter is corroborated by numerous details of internal evidence, 

suggesting eyewitness testimony.
c. Luke did his own personal Research.
Lk. 1:1-4; Acts 1:1-3

Since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account.

2. Early records: How many copies of the record do we have and how close are they to the event they describe?
The Gospels were all written in the 1st century; all Gnostic Gospels in the 2nd century or later.

i. Matthew probably wrote before the 70A.D. destruction of Jerusalem as it was still future in his record. 

ii. John probably wrote his Gospel between A.D. 85 and 95. Two verses of John are found in the Papyrus Reylands dated c. A.D. 140. John’s Gospel must already be in existence and widely used as early as the first half of the second century.

iii. Mark was believed to be written around A.D. 65-68 or even earlier.

iv. Luke was probably penned prior to A.D.61 when Acts was written, and Luke in Caesarea  (Acts 27:1)
during the time of Paul’s imprisonment. 
3. The Early Church corroborated it: Are there other sources outside the document to corroborate the document’s claims?
a. The Early Church Corroborated the existence of the Gospels:

i. Concerning Mark:

The gospel circulated early among Christians. By the middle of the second century it was included by Tatian in his Diatessaron or “Harmony of the Four Gospels” (c. A.D. 168). It is quoted by Irenaeus in the last quarter of the second century as being Mark’s. Others before him, such as Papias, assert that Mark was Peter’s disciple and interpreter. 
The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, pg. 816
ii. Concerning John:

External evidence for its early date is found in the epistle of Barnabas. Titian quotes the fourth gospel in his Diatessaron as well as Theophilus of Antioch. The Muratorian Canon says, “John, one of the disciples, wrote the fourth book of the gospels.” From the time of Irenaeus the evidence becomes indisputable. He frequently quotes the gospel and in such a way as to show it had been used for a long time in the churches. This testimony is perhaps most important considering he was a pupil of Polycarp, and Polycarp was a friend of the apostle John. Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian of Carthage often quote from the gospel of John.
The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary, pg. 701
b. The Early Church Fathers Confirmed the Deity of Christ as taught in the Gospels:

i. Justin Martyr in AD150 wrote: “[Jesus is] the first begotten Word of God is even God.”

ii. Irenaeus in AD185 proclaimed Jesus of Nazareth is “our Lord and God and Saviour and King”

iii. Clement of Alexandria (c. AD200) said that Jesus was “truly most manifest Deity; He that is made equal to the Lord of the universe.”

c. Facts can be Checked against historical, archaeological, scientific, etc. findings.

B. The Mention of the “Mary’s”

1. The Possibility of seven Mary’s in the N.T.:

a. Mary, the mother of Jesus.
Lk. 1:30-31 cf. Acts 1:14

b. Mary of Bethany – Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary
Jn. 11:1

c. Mary, the mother of James.
Mt. 27:56 cf. 28:1; Mk. 15:40, 47

d. Mary the wife of Cleophas cf. James the son of Alphaeus]
Jn. 19:25 cf. Mt. 10:3, etc

e. Mary, the mother of John Mark.
Acts 12:12

f. Mary (of Rome, unidentified)
Rom. 16:6

g. Mary Magdalene (of Magdala?)
Mk. 27:56, 61; 28:1; Lk. 

2. The Presumptions from the above:
a. Note the familial status mentioned for some in the above.

e.g. mother, wife in a, c, d, e above.

b. Note the patriarchal first-century culture of association with a male.
e.g. a, c, d, e above.

c. Note the geographical association with others.
e.g. b and g. See #C. 1a below.

C. Mary Magdalene 
Mk. 27:56, 61; 28:1


1. A Woman from Magdala

a. Magdalene was her family name?
Cf. NIV

b. Magdala was the city she lived in?


Mary was called by the name of her native city, Magdala, on the west bank of the Sea of Galilee.

Magdala = watchtower, probably named for the tower that guarded the city famous for dye works and fine woolen textures. Trade, shipbuilding, fishing and fish curing, and agriculture also brought great wealth to the city. Its moral corruption was also no notorious.

c. Note no Male (familial or patriarchal) association with Magdalene.
2. A Woman Mentioned Most often compared to other women.

[She usually travelled in the company of other women.]

a. She was the “Feminine” among Females – her name mentioned more often than most – 11 times in 11 verses.

b. She was First among Females – her name appeared first in the list of women.

i. Mary Magdalene, and Mary…and the mother of Zebedee's children. 

Mt. 27:56, 61; 28:1

ii. Mary Magdalene, and Mary… and Salome.
Mk. 15:40, 47

iii. Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
Mk. 16:1

c. She was the First Female to sight Jesus after His resurrection.


Mk. 16:9 

[She was never the sacred feminine (that) was demonized and called unclean – Dan Brown, DVC pg. 238]

3. A Woman of loose Morals?
Was she the anonymous sinful woman?
Lk. 7:37-50 ct. 8:1-3
a. There is no Link between the sinful woman of Luke 7 with Mary Magdalene of Luke 8 or the Mary of Jn. 12.

There is no evidence that Mary Magdalene was promiscuous, a prostitute or a harlot for hire.

b. Mary Magdalene Lived well and was able to support Jesus from her means.
Lk. 8:3

c. Mary’s obvious Leadership among the women could not reflect a scarlet past.
Lk. 8:2, 3 – named first.

If so, N.T. usage would have kept her anonymous. 

II. The Personal Encounter of Mary Magdalene with Jesus.

A. Mary in the Grips of Demons.


1. Mary was Possessed by Seven Demons.


Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils (demons)
Lk. 8:2

Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils (demons)
Mk. 16:9

a. Demons were Followers of the Devil.
Matt. 25:41

b. Some were Fettered – they Abandoned their first position of Authority.
Jude 6, NIV



    They broke God’s Ordained Orders.
Gen. 6:1, 2 cf. Job 1:6

c. Some were Free 
– they sought to Possess People.
Matt. 4:24; 8:16, 28, 33



Mary was Possessed by seven demons.
Lk. 8:2

2. Mary Possessed Jesus when He cast out the Seven Demons.


a. She became a Follower of the Lord Jesus with other women.
Mt. 27:55, 56

i. She Followed Him from Galilee to Jerusalem.
27:55

ii. She had ministered (Fed, cared, provided for) to Him all the way.
27:55, NIV, NRSV

b. She was a Faithful witness to what happened to Jesus.

i. She was at the cross Watching afar off.
Mt. 27:55, 56; Mk. 15:40

ii. Later she and others Went near the cross.
Jn. 19:25

[Note: Only Mary, the mother of Jesus, and John were singled out.
Jn. 19:26, 27; 


Mary Magdalene was not singled out for special attention.]

iii. She and the other women Waited at the sepulchre.
Mt. 27:61; Mk. 15:47

iv. She and other Women Witnessed what happened at the empty tomb.
Mt. 28:1f; Mk. 16:1f; Jn. 20:1

c. She was the First to see the Resurrected Jesus.
Mk. 16:9

[Her Forefront image among the other women was never suppressed.]

3. Many today are “Possessed” by demons in these last days, in contrast to Mary Magdalene.

a. Unbelievers are Possessed by them.
I Jn. 4:1-3

b. Believers need to Put on the whole armour of God to stand against them. Eph. 6:11, 12

i. Beware of seducing spirits and Doctrines of demons.
I Tim. 4:1

ii. Beware of cunningly Devised fables (cleverly invented stories, NIV)
II Pet. 1:16

iii. Beware of Damnable (Destructive opinions, NRSV) heresies.
II Pet. 2:1

c. Believers at the Lord’s Table must not Participate in fellowship with them, viz….

i. The Demon sacrifice and Fellowship with Demons.
I Cor. 10:20

ii. The Demons’ cup and the Table of Demons.
I Cor. 10:21

Note: The Demon’s Cup is the blasphemous Chalice of DVC, 

while the Lord’s Cup is the new Covenant in His blood.
Lk. 22:20; I Cor. 11:25

B. Mary in the Garden with Jesus

Jn. 20:11-18
[This might be the only occasion when Mary was alone with Jesus.]

1. The Mode of Address as used by the two Angels with Mary.

Jn. 20:12, 13
And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou?
A respected term as “Lady”. See #2a below.

2. The Manner of Address as used by the Lord – “Woman”

[Gk. Gune = a woman or wife according to the context. “Woman” so used by Jesus was not a disrespectful term for “mother”. It would indicate His unique relationship with His earthly mother.]

a. In Cana: Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.
Jn. 2:4, 5

i.  “Woman” Singled out Mary in the unique role she would play as “mother”.

Lk. 2:34, 25

ii. Mary needed to know her Son more as “Lord” to lessen future Sorrow.
Lk. 2:35 cf. 20:41-44

Also He would only act according to His “hour”, not Mary’s!

iii. Mary would have to Share her “motherhood” with others in His Spiritual family
Mk. 3:33-35


It was not her Sole prerogative. 

b. At the Cross: Woman, behold thy son!
i. “Mother” would have deepened the pain of the Sword (Spoken by Simeon) in her Soul. Cf. Lk. 2:35


ii. Mary would be “mother” to John, but not to Jesus.




c. In the Garden: Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou?

Jn. 20:15

i. As with His “mother”, Mary’s relationship with Jesus was spiritual, not physical.


ii. She was to Him, Miriam the Woman; She was to Him, Jesus, the Teacher (Rabboni”)
Jn. 20:16

iii. She was not allowed to hold on to Him – He would soon return to His Father.
Jn. 20:17a

She wanted to “hold on, cling to” (touch, KJV) Him physically. She needed to know that…



iv. She, like all the other disciples, was a child of the Father through Him spiritually.
Jn. 20:17b


I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

3. The Message from the Lord to be passed on – “Go”

Jn. 20:17


Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

a. She left the scene, appointed as a Witness to Jesus. 

Jn. 20:18

b. She was a Worthy apostle, not as with the Twelve, but …


as a “sent, commissioned messenger” – an apostle to the apostles.

Lest the female apostles doubt the angels, Christ Himself came to them so that the women would be apostles of Christ and by their obedience rectify the sin of ancient Eve…Christ showed Himself to the (male) apostles and said to them:…”It is I who appeared to these women and I who wanted to send them to you as apostles.”
Hippolytus on Songs 24-26

Summary and conclusions from the above:

· Mary Magdalene was a disciple of means, and a travelling minister to Jesus.

· She was mostly seen in the company of other women in her ministry to Jesus.

· Though other women were connected to males as relatives, she was not.

· She was a witness to the Cross, the Burial and the Resurrection of Jesus.

· The Lord did not give her any special attention when on the cross as He did with His mother.

· The Lord never intended her to be related to Him in a personal and physical sense.

· She was a female apostle (messenger, sent one) witnessing to the resurrection to the male apostles. 

· She was a highly respected woman among women.
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